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Sport Anthropological studies concerning Japanese Traditional Sports
as Cultural Resources

—Focusing on motility agency of sports as motile body—

Kohei Kogiso *
Gen Tanabe**

Abstract

In this research, we aimed to elucidate the current situation of Japanese traditional sports by sport
anthropological method and to build a theoretical perspective for cultural resourceization. The re-
search subjects are two traditional sports in the Tohoku region in Japan. One is "Hiraniwa Bullfighting"
which is played in Yamagata Town, Kuji City, Iwate Prefecture, and the other is "Kantou" which is being
held in Akita City, Akita Prefecture. People in Tohoku region has been safeguarding and preserving
their traditional sports enthusiastically and then still maintaining its diversity.

Based on the perspectives of the bearer of these two traditional sports, we investigated how their
lives and sports practices intertwined, connect each other and contribute to their daily way of life. At
that time, we are considering the relationship between people, society and traditional sports in a multi-
faceted context of modern Japanese local community by introducing our own conceptual frameworks
such as "motility agency" and "motile body". In the future, the concrete result of this research will be
presented as ethnographies in which we will analyze cultural aspect of these traditional sports by fo-
cusing on the relationship with their history and locality. Therefore, this paper is an intermediate report
of this study.

From the present study, it became clear that the motility agency produced by the traditional sports
of the Hiraniwa Bullfighting and the Kantou has formed the new network in each local community.
They connect urban areas and local areas, migrants and locals, human and nature. Even in the pre-
sent Japanese society, traditional sports mediated people and community, and did not lose the dynamics
of relationship. Rather, as people recreate traditional sports like that, their potential for cultural re-
sources will further expand. Of course, it is difficult to see sports have these social functions. However,
by using sport anthropological method, it will be increasingly possible to visualize those potential and

value of sports cultural function.
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