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Soft legacy Create factors in municipalities involved
in mega sports events
—Case study of 2002 Japan-Korea FIFA World Cup—

Takashi Matsuhashi *

Abstract

Host cities such as Tokyo is preparing for the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games and the Paralympic
Games (hereinafter called Tokyo Games).In non-host cities, there are many local governments
(hereinafter called “host town”) that is trying to make the Tokyo Games an opportunity for regional
revitalization. Typical activities of “host town” include holding pre-event training camps of participating
countries Olympic squad (hereinafter called “pre-event camp”) and cultural exchanges with
participating countries. In “host town”, it is important to create "Legacy" like host city. In particular, the
viewpoint of how to create "Soft legacy" (Establishment and revitalization of sports organization or
sports event, promotion of sports policy of local governments etc.) is important.

In this research, we will analyze local governments that held “pre-event camp” in the 2002 FIFA
World Cup Korea/Japan. The purpose of this research is to clarify the process that these local
governments created “Soft legacy” triggered by holding “pre-event camp”. There are 27 local
governments (local area) that held the “pre-event camp”. Already, Matsuhashi(2017) reports on the
process of the creation of “Soft legacy” by analyzing four local governments where a new sports
organization (professional sports club and sports commission) was established as a result of holding a
“pre-event camp”. In this research, we analyze local governments excluding analyzed 4 local
governments.

First, we conducted a telephone interview with 21 local governments. After that, we conducted an
interview survey for case studies of 5 local governments where characteristic activities can be confirmed.

Through case studies of this research, it was suggested that holding “pre-event camp” was effective
in advancing the sports promotion policy of local governments. Soft legacy creation in the previous
research was the establishment and development of a new sports organization and became the turning
point of sports promotion of each local governments. In the five local governments analyzed in this
research, new organizations were not established by holding pre-event camp. Rather than that, soft
legacy was created by contributing to the advance sports promotion policies of each local governments.
Holding pre-event camps was an acceleration point for promoting the sports promotion policies. This
point was similarly applicable to the four local governments analyzed by the previous research, but
there was a big impact as a result of the creation of a new sports organization triggered by the holding
“pre-event camp”.

Key Words : mega sports event, 2002 Japan-Korea FIFA World Cup, Soft legacy, Local Government
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