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Survey on corporate sponsorship for local sports events in core cities

—Focus on relevance and usability of SDGs for community development—

Hiroyoshi Fujimoto *
Norifumi Fujimoto**

Abstract

This study discusses the significance and issues of holding local sports events such as a marathon event,
mainly from the viewpoint of the role and motivation of sponsorship activities by private companies, and
its contribution to local communities. The study focuses on the case of Fukuyama City, Hiroshima
Prefecture, which is the core city. Local sports events are often routinely sponsored by local companies
with strong ties to the region, and its advertising effectiveness and social effects are not clearly
recognized. There is concern about the sustainability of such corporate sponsorship to the local event; it
is unclear whether the organizer of the event is aware of this instable relationship, and whether the
sponsoring companies realize the expected management benefits. To clarify these points, we conducted a
questionnaire survey for sponsor companies and the organizers of the “Fukuyama Marathon 2018”. In
addition to questionnaire surveys, we conducted interview survey asking governments, companies and
non-govermental organizations to find out if it is possible to use the “Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs),” which are being promoted around the world in recent years, in order to continuously secure
corporate sponsors for local events. According to the results of the questionnaire, the organizers of the
event showed expectations for improving the health condition of citizens and improving exercise habits
as a benefit of the marathon event, but a clear expectation for the effect of community development or a
sense of difficulty in securing corporate sponsors were not observed. Regarding sponsor companies, some
of them sponsor as their CSR activities, while others responded that they would do so based on the
request of the organizers, implying their passive attitude. Both had low awareness of the SDGs.
According to interview survey, local companies are in fact expecting business benefits through
sponsorship activities, but verification of cost-effectiveness is often recognized as an issue but not
implemented. Although they recognize social contribution and SDGs initiatives more than governments
do, only few companies utilize them in their core business. In general, there are differences in
enthusiasm between public and private sectors, and between urban and rural areas. By following up on
advanced cases of private companies’ SDGs activities, we found significance and necessity of utilizing
SDGs for regional sports events, but at the same time, low awareness of SDGs in core cities is
weakening those significance and necessity.

Key Words : Local sports events, Sponsorship, SDGs, Community development
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