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Comparing team identity and sense of community of fans among

three J.league teams

Junya Fujimoto * Munehiko Harada** Jeffrey D. James ***
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to compare team identity and sense of
community (hometown) of fan among three J.League teams. Web survey conducted
for team fans of GAMBA Osaka, CEREZO Osaka and SANFRECCE Hiroshima.
Questionnaires were completed by fans who were living in the team’s hometown of each
team. The total number of respondents was 1,678.

In the first analysis, team identity and sense of community were compared
among three J.League teams. In the second analysis, to examine the relationship
between multiple dimensions with team identity as the independent variable and
sense of community as the dependent variable, multiple regression analysis was
performed for each team.

The results indicated that there were differences of team identity and sense of
community among teams and that team identity impacted significantly on the sense of
community. However the impact of team identity on the sense of community was
different among teams. These results lead the researchers and professional sport team
to conclude that 1) developing and improving fans’ identity toward the team is
important as a key activity for building better relationships with residents of
hometown and 2) hometown activities as CSR (corporate social responsibility) should
be planed through understanding own fans’ team identity and sense of community.

Key Words : Team identity, Sense of community, J.league fans, Comparison analysis
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