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Examination of a conceptual model of sports policy focusing
on the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games
—Analysis of education reform as proposed by Pierre de Coubertin

after the International Olympic Committee president resignation—

WADA, Koichi*
ARAMAKI, Ai**

Abstract

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) is insisting all candidate host cities
after the 2012 games to include legacy plans in their submissions, which means a
qualitative shift in emphasis from pageantry is required from sports policies, such
as the opening fireworks of the Olympic Games, to policies that will continue a
legacy to the next generation. Japan will welcome the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and
Paralympic Games and focus on developing a mid-term sports policy that considers
what will happen after the games have ended. Modern Olympics founder Pierre de
Coubertin (1863-1937) was aware of the conflict between the Olympic ideal and
Olympic reality. Therefore, the contents of the education reform presented by the
Union Pédagogique Universelle, which Coubertin founded directly after resigning
as an IOC president, offers some helpful suggestions on the principles that should
be the basis of Japan’s mid-term sports policy that requires qualitative shift. This
study examines a conceptual model that will direct Japan’s sports policy beyond the
2020 games by philosophically organising the legacy concept required for host cities
and considering the contents of the education reform presented by Coubertin in the
Union Pédagogique Universelle. The results reveal two important points: (1) a
sports policy with a view beyond the 2020 games is required an evaluation and
feedback based on the ‘Olympic legacy’ and (2) a proposal of the new education
method named ‘aviation intellectuelle’ is one of the principal contents of
Coubertin’s education reform. Hence, a reconfigured ‘Olympic legacy’ plan based on
Coubertin’s awviation intellectuelle education theory could serve as a possible
conceptual model for Japan’s mid-term sports policy.

Key Words : the 2020 Tokyo Games, Coubertin, Olympic Legacy, sports policy,
education reform
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