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The influence of changes in home and social environments
by the earthquake and restoration
on the motor ability of the preschool children

— As the object of Rikuzentakata city that became the stricken area

by the great east Japan earthquake and tsunami—

Kenji Ohishi *

Abstract

The coastal areas of Iwate prefecture and Miyagi prefecture received the serious
damage by the great east Japan earthquake and tsunami. Although four years
passed from the great east Japan earthquake and tsunami, many families are still
living in temporary houses. Thus, the home and social environments at the coastal
areas of Iwate prefecture and Miyagi prefecture were changed significantly by the
great east Japan earthquake and tsunami. And, the environment at the stricken
areas have not been able to restore in the same as before the great east Japan
earthquake and tsunami. The purpose of this study was to clarify the influence of
changes in home and social environments by the earthquake and restoration on the
motor ability of the preschool children for Rikuzentakata city. Measurements
variables of motor ability were 25-m run, tennis-ball throw, standing long jump,
continuous jump over, grip strength, backward creeping. The home and social
environment researches were carried out for the parents and nursery. Previous
studies have reported that there are many people who live in temporary houses.
Therefore, I examined the difference between the motor ability due to the
difference in the house styles (temporary houses vs other). There was no
statistically significant difference in six measurements variables of motor ability
(25-m run, tennis-ball throw, standing long jump, continuous jump over, grip
strength, backward creeping). From the results of this study, I considered that the
home environment of living in temporary houses is not affect the motor ability of
the preschool children. However, many previous studies have reported that the
number of the environmental factors (home and social environments) are complex
affect the motor ability of the preschool children. As in this study result, it is also
considered may become the wrong interpretation in the analysis of only one home and
social environments factor. Therefore, I think that it is necessary further
investigation.

Key Words: motor ability of preschool children, family and social environment,
great east Japan earthquake, stricken area
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