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Network Governance and Rationality of Policy Making which

Facilitated Regional Specialization of Sports Promotion Plans

Juro Ishii*
Munehiko Harada**

Abstract

Chapter 1, Article 4 of the Basic Sports Law (MEXT, 2011) describes local
authorities’ duties to be such that “local governments should follow fundamental
principles... and are obligated to formulate and implement regionally specialized
policies.” Ishii et al. (2013) indicated the necessity of “research into the methods of
utilizing networks and policy network actors that influence planning” and
“research into policy making” in order to demonstrate the mechanism by which
regionally specialized sports development plans and sports promotion plans are
formulated. Therefore, this study’s objective is to demonstrate the mechanism by
which regionally specialized sports promotion plans are formulated from the
perspective of network governance within policy networks, and the rationality of
policy making.

From the local authorities formulated regionally specialized plans, we
selected two cases from ordinance-designated cities and two from prefectural
authorities, gathered relevant data, and conducted interview surveys. The results
of the analysis revealed the following points, which were thought to have
facilitated the regional specialization of sports promotion planning.

Within the governance of issue networks, methods related to the “activation
of networks to address specific problems and issues” and methods “influencing
official policy” facilitated the plans’ regional specialization.

In relation to interorganizational policy networks, methods of governance
related to the “activation of networks to address specific problems and issues” and
the “management of uncertainties” through the implementation of highly flexible
consultations and reviews influenced the plans’ regional specialization.

Regarding the rationality of policy making, in the process of reviewing and
determining regionally specialized policies, assessments were made primarily
based on political and administrative rationality. Furthermore, it was revealed
that new socially rational standards were found and used in the process of planning
regionally specialized policies.

Key Words : Issue Networks, Interorganizational policy networks,
Network Governance, Rationality of Policy Making

* Kanagawa University 3-27-11 Rokkakubashi Kanagawaku Yokohama,
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