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Influence of Triathlon Events on Regional Vitalization

of the Isolated Islands

Focusing on the Relationship between Events’ Management
and the Development of Place Attachment
Koji Matsumoto *
Kohei Yamanamoto *

Abstract

The purpose of this study 1is to investigate relationship between the
management of sports events and local residents’ feelings of attachment to the
isolated island. This study covers the following two triathlon events: “All Japan
Triathlon Miyakojima” which is initiated by government and ”"Ishigaki Triathlon”
which is managed by private companies with expertise and experience. The data
was obtained by questionnaires distributed to 474 residents who live in Miyakojima
island, and 188 ones in Ishigaki island.

The major results are as follows;

1)  The samples living in Miyakojima island showed a high positive event image
points for all items about economic and social effects. And the samples living in
Ishigaki island also showed a high positive event image points. However, items
about relationship with the community, were a slightly lower than Miyako’s.

2) The results of multiple regression analysis using the stepwise method, "the
event promotes the emotional ties to our community" and " It is pride to hold an
event in your island" were related to the community attachment in Miyakojima
island. Using a same analysis, "this event has helped to improve the image of your
island" and "I feel that the event staffs work harder for event interests" were
related to the community attachment in Ishigaki island.

From the results, triathlon events enhance economic and social positive effects
to the local residents. The effect was more pronounced in Miyakojima event.
Although the same high effect was shown also in the Ishigaki event, the issue about
connection with triathlon events and the area became clear.

Key Words : triathlon, regional vitalization, event management, isolated island
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