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A study of the influence of social contribution of professional
sports club activity on community

—In the case of JEF UNITED ICHIHARA CHIBA—

*

Takeshi Nakayama

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the impact of social contribution of
professional sports club to give social capital and community identification. More
specifically, the case was ”"Soccer Otodoketai” social contribution of JEF United
Ichihara + Chiba who belonged to J League. There is what "Soccer Otodoketai"
activity is going to tell to children by the making of O friend, @ fair play
sportsmanship, @& independence. This activity is strong in attraction of the
human being education. The J club presenting business by such an aim is not found,
and it may be said that it is contribution to society activity with the originality.
Questionnaire survey for elementary school and junior high school students who
participated to the class of ”Soccer Otodoketai” was carried out. Number
distribution of 789 questionnaires, the number of the recovery (%) was 636(80.6%),
the number of valid responses (%) was 634(80.4%). About the casual relationship
between concepts, we examined the hypothesized model was created based on
previous studies. As a result of covariance structure analysis, team loyalty was a
positive impact on community identification as a mediating variable social capital
has been clear. In addition to conventional knowledge that the social contribution
of professional sports club contributes to the increase of the person of watching
games, the result of this study was to quantitatively clarify that the social
contribution of professional sports club to contribute to the formation of hometown
community. Finally there is the need of the examination whether the hypothesis
model of this study is applicable to the professional league advocating the local
coherence including other J clubs and bj leagues, baseball independent leagues,
and this point is a future research theme.

Key Words: Professional sports club, Social contribution, Team loyalty, Social capital,
Community identification

* Fuji Tokoha University T 417-0801 325 Ohbuchi, Fuji, Shizuoka, JAPAN
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