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The role of universities in building community spirit through sport

-Building community spirit through the social contributions of sport-oriented
universities-
Kozo Tomiyama* Masashi Kawanishi** Takahiro Kitamura** Nobuhiro Ishizawa***
Takashi Nakano**** Koichi Sugiura*****

Abstract

Just as corporations are called upon to undertake social contribution activities, so too are
universities. In more recent years, strategic CSR activities expected of corporations around the
world do not look at social contribution activities as mere charity work, but as activities that
make a real impact on their business. From this perspective, we could also say that social
contribution activities undertaken by universities should aim at enhancing the overall
management and operation of the university. The objective of this study is to examine how
universities can contribute to society in terms of strategic CSR activities, and to identify the role
sport-oriented universities and university faculties play in building community spirit through
sport. More specifically, the study examines social contribution activities undertaken by
universities through their sporting programs etc. based on case studies of five universities in
Japan and one in Germany and also identifies the expectations people from the local community
have of universities based on data from surveys completed by members of the local community.

There were several universities in Japan that had established dedicated organizations or
centers to spearhead their activities to contribute to local society. Research revealed that giving
students leading roles in social action programs offered them the chance to gain practical learning
experience while faculty staff also took the opportunity to undertake practical research. Our case
study in Germany revealed that the university was involved in a large number of social
contribution activities, however these were not part of a structured university initiative, but were
projects ran independently by teaching staff who were also responsible for gaining sponsors.

Results from the community surveys revealed that members of the local community wanted
universities to offer more children-oriented activities and activities to promote the health and
wellbeing of adults in the community. Results also showed that there was a strong need for
educational activities directed at children through sport. Athletes and members of the local
community involved in sports tended to have a high opinion of universities and show a strong
interest in social contribution activities conducted through sport by the universities and as a
result, it was illustrated that social contribution activities undertaken by universities served to
improve their reputation among the local community.

*0Osaka University of Health and Sport Sciences, 1 Asashirodai Kumatori Sennan Osaka 590-0496
Japan
**National Institute of Fitness and Srpot, 1 Shiromizu Kanoya Kagoshima 891 — 2393 Japan
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Examples of cooperation
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sport per day” for pupils in primary school

= developed by the German Sport University

= run in cooperation between university and local
schools (meanwhile a nation wide project)

= mainly financed by private business companies

= gvaluated by the university

GSU — support for local and regional projects | Prof. mult. Or. Walter Tokarski
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