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Inter-regional competition and value change in

sporting events
—The case of the Beppu-Oita Mainichi Marathon—

Koji Oshima*
Abstract

The Beppu-Oita Mainichi Marathon is a pioneer among marathon events. Over
its long history it has earned a reputation among participants for high competitive
standards, outstanding course design and enthusiastic cheering by spectators
along the course.

Local residents also hold the event in high regard, citing the positive impact on
Oita prefecture’s reputation and image, the enjoyment they feel in watching and
cheering during the race, and the economic spillover effects. Meanwhile,
governmental authorities have been reassessing the role and value of sporting
events in terms of regional revitalization. The 60t annual marathon, held in 2011,
attracted an increased number of participants following a relaxation of the
previously strict eligibility criteria. The economic spillover effects of the event
were found to amount to 186,780,000 Japanese yen, demonstrating the event’s
considerable impact on the local economy.

This study explored ways to maximize the distinctive strengths of the
Beppu-Oita Mainichi Marathon as expectations for its role and value become more
diverse, and the field of marathon events in Japan becomes increasingly congested.
The study concluded that the most desirable way forward for the event is to evolve
as “a marathon for both top athletes and local residents at a high competitive level”.
This direction may be altered, however, in light of the role and value attached to
the event from now on. It should also be noted that positive effects will only be felt
if the role and value are sustained in the event’s ongoing operation. Whatever
direction is chosen, it will be essential that the event continues to be held in Oita
for many years to come.

Key Words : Sporting events, Beppu-Oita Mainichi Marathon, economic spillover
effects, regional revitalization, marathon events

* Daigin Economic and Management Institute Co., Ltd. 2-9-23 Chuocho, Oita-shi, Oita-ken
870-0035
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