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Reflections on the Appropriate Dispute Resolution
Proceedings on Sports Disputes in Japan

—In Comparison with Italian Law—

Dai YOKOMIZO*
Giorgio COLOMBO**

Abstract

The objective of this research i1s to find appropriate relations among the
Japan Sports Arbitration Agency (JSAA), which was established in 2003,
state courts, and dispute resolution bodies within sports associations.

Considering implications from Italian Law and the current situation in
Japan, the conclusion is as follows: under the current situation in Japan,
the JSAA is significant for athletes in a variety of sports, in particular in
areas where the associations cannot establish their own dispute resolution
system. However, on the one hand, it is desirable for an athlete to resort to
court in cases where it has adopted it, thus, if necessary, the JSAA should
amend the provision so that a court would be open to an athlete after the
association’s adoption of the provision. On the other hand, ideally it is
desirable that each association has its own dispute resolution bodies from
the viewpoint of expertise. However, in order to achieve that situation,

financial problem and governance problem should be resolved.

Key Words : sports disputes, Italy, sports arbitration, dispute resolution
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