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The Historical Study on Environmental Conservation
Issues in the Olympic Movement
— Focusing on Denver’s Withdrawal from the Hosting Right for XII Olympic

Winter Games in 1976 —

Soya ISHIZUKA*

Abstract

The international community began to focus on environmental measures in the
1970s. Despite this, environmental problems such as air pollution and excessive
deforestation continued to increase. A guideline on improving sustainability that
included environmental conservation was proposed during the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in 1992. Amidst this
international trend, the sport community has not been an exception. The IOC, one
of the most-highly recognized sport organizations, is required to take maximum
environmental conservation measures. This study examines the following two
points: 1) environmental conservation and sustainability in the Olympic Movement,
and 2) the reasons for opposition based on impact on the environment by outside
organizations and citizens against holding the Olympic Games in Denver, which
withdrew from the hosting right for XII Olympic Winter Games in 1976. It also
explores the future direction of environmental conservation measures and
sustainability in the Olympic movement.

This study examines the following two points: 1) environmental conservation and
sustainability in the Olympic Movement, and 2) the for opposition by outside
organizations and citizens against holding the Olympic Games in Denver, which
withdrew from the hosting right for XII Olympic Winter Games in 1976. This study
also explores the future direction of environmental conservation measures and
sustainability in the Olympic movement.

The two main reasons for opposing hosting the Olympic Games were: 1) Denver is
not suitable as a venue for the Olympic Games, and 2) there were concerns about
negative environmental impact such as destruction of nature and landscapes.
Furthermore, plans regarding concrete measures for sustainability similar to those
proposed by the IOC had already been by presented Denver citizens in the early
1970s.

It is necessary that sport organizations of collaborate closely with UNCED and
other bodies. Also needed are higher levels of knowledge and information in order
to improve sustainability including environmental conservation in the Olympic
Movement. Furthermore, it is important to respect citizens’ rights and diversity
and to reflect their opinions.

Key Words : Denver, Environmental Conservation, Sustainability, IOC
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F | A RIEE : (K4%) ZEE
1969 4 | 4 :Dale R. Patterson Avery Brundage
1969 [ 4 | 28 |[Mountain Area Planning Council ;Rober‘t O. Reddish, Jr. [OC Members
1969 | 5 | 26 ;Dale R. Patterson Avery Brundage
1969 | 5 | 27 ‘Sharen L. Cole Avery Brundage
1969 | 11 | 10 [Citizen Concerned About Rediation Populationn ;Suzzanne Morris Avery Brundage
1970 9 | 1 ‘R. J. Pringle Avery Brundage
1971 1 6 gFred Colce Avery Brundage
1971 4 | 3 [Buffalo Park Improvemnet Association ;Walter K. Hotchekiss 10C
1971 | 4 | 24 |Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc.ftl Vance R. Dittman, Jr. ft 10C
1971 5 Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc. ;Vance R. Dittman, Jr. Avery Brundage
1971 5 House of representative the state of Colorado ‘Richerd D. Lamm Avery Brundage
1971 | 10| 26 Vance R. Dittman. Avery Brundage
1971 | 11| 6 [Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc. ;Vance R. Dittman, Jr. Avery Brundage
1971 | 11 | 10 |Aerospace Engineer ;Parker S. Stafford Avery Brundage
1971 | 11| 10 |Country Attorney of Russell ;Michael S, Holland [0C
1971 11| 11 |Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc. :‘Jean Oravell [OC Members
1971 11| 15 ;Catherine P. Dittman. Avery Brundage
1971 11| 19 ;Parkman Sayward Avery Brundage
1971 | 11 | 22 [House of representative the state of Colorado ;Richerd D. Lamm Avery Brundage
1971 11| 22 ;AI Nielsen Avery Brundage
1971 11| 29 ‘Catherine P. Dittman. Avery Brundage
1971 | 12| 2 [Country Attorney of Russell ;Michael S, Holland Avery Brundage
19711 12| 4 ;Ronald F. Ruhoff Avery Brundage
1971 | 12| 8 [Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc. President ;Vance R. Dittman Avery Brundage
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1971 12| 10 ‘Octavia A. Peyton [0C
1971 | 12| 17 L K. Hofmann th Avery Brundage
1971112 19 ;Stan Deever Avery Brundage
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1971 (12| 22 gRichard M. Clark Avery Brundage
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1971 | 12 | 23 |Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc. ;Vance R. Dittman Avery Brundage
1972 1 6 ;Patricia A. Searcy Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 6 |El Pineto Bording & Training Stables ;Jean(Lee R.) Gravell Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 6 [House of representative the state of Colorado gRicherd D. Lamm ftt [0C
19721 1 | 10 ‘Morrough O’Brien Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 | 10 |Citizens for Colorado’s Future Coodinator ;Sam W. Brown Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 | 11 |Colorado School of Mines ;George T. Bator Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 | 12 |Citizens for Colorado’s Future Coodinator gSam W. Brown 10C
1972 1 |12 ‘Robert D. Working Avery Brundage
1972 1 | 13 ‘Peter W. Pirkland Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 | 15 |Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc. President ;Vance R. Dittman Avery Brundage
1972 1 [ 16 iLeland S. Vance 10C
1972 2 | 2 éCatherine Holmes Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 7 |Hiwan Golf Club §Lo|a S. Wright Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 | 18 [Citizens for Colorado’s Future Communicatons :Sam W. Brown, Jr. Avery Brundage
1972 1 | 29 ;Patricia A. Searcy Avery Brundage
1972 1 | 20 I Vierow Dittman fth Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 | 20 |[Department of Geological Sciences University of Colorado ;Paul C Lowe Avery Brundage
1972 1 | 21 ;Holmes Pierson Avery Brundage
1972 1 | 22 ;Allen Staver Avery Brundage
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1972 1 | 22 %Bruce H. Ohlson Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 | 24 |Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc. President §Vance R. Dittman Avery Brundage
1972 1 | 23 %Frank Skjoldahl Avery Brundage
1972 | 1 | 26 |Citizens for Colorado’s Future 10C
1972 1 | 28 iRoss Griffin Avery Brundage
1972 1 |29 gGary C. Curtin Avery Brundage
1972 2 | 2 Nora Ferry (Mrs. John H.) 10C
1972 | 2 | 2 |Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc. President ;Vance R. Dittman Avery Brundage
1972 2 | 2 ‘Du??? Puisar??? (REAEX)  |Avery Brundage
1972 2 | 2 iStephen T. Randin Avery Brundage
1972 2 | 3 ;Rochard Kithil Avery Brundage
1972 | 2 | 3 |North Turkey Association Avery Brundage
1972 2 | 3 ;Holmes Pierson Avery Brundage
1972 2 | 4 %Brandt Steele Avery Brundage
1972 | 2 | 5 [Inter Canyon Environmental Improvement Association : Avery Brundage
1972 | 2 | 5 |Wild Rose Grange North Turkey Creek Avery Brundage
1972| 2 | 5 |Protect Our Mountain Environment : Lord Killanin
19721 2 | 6 R E. Wright Lord Killanin
1972 | 2 | 6 |Wild Rose Grange North Turkey Creek Avery Brundage
1972 2 | 7 Neo HP Hille?? (RBABE)  |Avery Brundage
1972 2 | 7 Youn Truly ?? (R BIEE) (o]}
1972 2 | 8 PPA Searcy Lord Killanin
1972 2 | 8 EPAT Searcy Lord Killanin
1972 | 2 | 11 |Sierra Club gMichaI MaCloskey Avery Brundage
1972 | 3 | 1 |Capital Ledger %Marcus D. Rosenbaum Avery Brundage
1972 3 | 11 R E. Wright Avery Brundage
1972 | 3 | 18 |Protect Our Mountain Environment, Inc. President ;Vance R. Dittman Avery Brundage
1972 6 | 22 ;Donald H. Yurner ? (4~BHABE) |Avery Brundage
1972| 6 | 26 F R. Paquette Avery Brundage
1972| 6 | 29 H Bruce Robinson Avery Brundage
1972 7 | 7 R Curtis Johnson Avery Brundage
1972 | 7 | 20 |[El Pineto Bording & Training Stables gdean Gravell Avery Brundage
1972 | 7 | 26 |Citizens for Colorado’s Future gRicherd D. Lamm fth Avery Brundage
1972 8 | 1 gAsIeen Courtney Avery Brundage
1972 | 8 | 2 [International Figure Judge ;Frank E. Holcombe I0C Executive Board
1972| 8 | 15 gNiIbar Sullon ? (A~BHEE) fth Avery Brundage
1973 | 1 | 22 Webster College gBarbara Ann Barbato Avery Brundage
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