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Consideration on Ensuring The Public Sphere of Sports Broadcasting

—From the viewpoint of the making process of universal access right in the UK—

Rui Kobayashi *

Abstract

In recent years, sports are expected to play a role as public goods such as education of youth devel-
opment and local activity. It is the media that communicates the social value of sports to viewers, and it
is TV broadcasting that widely disseminates its value.

On the other hand, sports broadcasting in the UK is widely recognized as Crown Jewel (precious
treasure) that secures public interests. Therefore, the UA right that obliges free broadcasting of special
listed events is guaranteed in the broadcasting law, and over the regulation and easing of this broadcast,
the law amendment has been repeated many times under the national debate.

Therefore, in this study, from the process of establishment of UA right and policy formation in the
UK, I consider how to balance public interests and markets in sports broadcasting.

The research method is based on the review of literature on UA rights controversies in the UK,
semi-structured interview and actual situation survey for experts and broadcasting stakeholders en-
gaged in the UK broadcasting policy research, analysis of sports broadcasting policy applying policy
making process theory I considered it from three points.

Analysis results revealed that the establishment of UA rights in the United Kingdom is based on
the discussion over the Television Act 1954. In addition, based on semi-structured interview results from
experts on sports policies, the legal basis for UA rights in the UK comes from the right to claim infor-
mation in the European Charter and revealed the fact that UA rights are still being widely debated . In
addition, I analyzed UK sports broadcasting policy from the policy formation process theory and men-
tioned the monitoring function which is responsible for problem identification and agenda setting in
policy making process.

Key Words : sports broadcasting, public sphere, universal access

* Graduate School of Policy and Management , Doshisha University , Karasuma-higashi-iru , Imadeg-
awa-dori , Kamigyo-ku , Kyoto-shi, 602-8580.
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