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A Historical Study on the Issues of Participation in the XVIII Olympic

Kosuke Tomita™

Abstract

94 countries and regions participated in the 18th Olympic Games held in Tokyo in 1964. This means
that of the 117 countries and regions that were members of the IOC at the time, 23 of them were not
able to participate. Among them were Indonesia and the DPRK (North Korea). Even though they did
dispatch their teams of athletes to Tokyo, hoping to participate, but they were unable to do so, because
they were denied the permission. Why were these two countries unable to participate? This study
revealed the issues that revolved around the countries and regions that participated in these Olympic
Games, while focusing on the problem of Indonesia and North Korea.

The beginning of these issues was the problem revolving the participation of Taiwan and Israel in
the Fourth Asian Games held in 1962. Indonesia, which hosted the Fourth Asian Games, denied the
participation of Taiwan and Israel with which it did not have a friendly relationship. That was a
measure in compliance with the foreign policy of Indonesia of the time. Given this situation, the
International Olympic Committee IOC) banned Indonesia from participating in the Olympic Games in
February 1963. The Summer Olympics, which was the event to which the prohibition was applied, were
the Tokyo Olympics. In protest, Indonesia withdrew from the IOC and created the Games of the New
Emerging Forces (GANEFO) as a new international athletics competition. The first GANEFO was held
in November 1963. Indonesia was criticized by the IOC and all the international athletics federations for
its action and the International Swimming Federation], (FINA), and the International Association of
Athletics Federations, (IAAF), prohibited the athletes who had participated in the GANEFO from
participating in the Olympic Games. Indonesia and North Korea were the countries to which this
prohibition of FINA and IAAF was applied. North Korea had dispatched to GANEFO a large number of
its athletes who were also planning to participate in the Tokyo Olympics. Thereafter, in June, 1964 the
prohibition of Indonesia was lifted, but the FINA and IAAF's prohibition of the athletes who had
participated in the GANEFO failed to be lifted. Consequently, Indonesia and North Korea were blocked
from participating in the Tokyo Olympic Games.

Key Words : Sport and Poalitics, Indonesia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Arab countries
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