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A Study on the Attempt to Promote Reconciliation
through Sports in Post-Conflict Areas

Tasuku Okuno*

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to clarify how messages relating to 'ethnic groups' are disseminated
In attempts to promote reconciliation between ethnic groups through sports.

The importance of reconciliation between ethnic groups is emphasized in post conflict areas that
have experienced ethnic strife. In recent years, efforts to make use of sports for ethnic settlement have
come to be seen. In post conflict areas, the topics related to 'ethnic groups' are treated sensitively. How to
deal with this sensitive topic is an important issue affecting the success of aims to promote reconciliation
in post-conflict areas; however, how to do so has not been fully clarified in previous studies. In this re-
search, relevant policies at Mali Most, a sports academy in Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina, are exam-
ined. This paper discusses how messages relating to ethnicity are transmitted in Mali Most.

Interviews were conducted with three Mali Most staff members and 10 pairs of parents of children
attending Mali Most. According to the staff and parents, the academy's value is that children experience
the interchange between ethnic groups (such as Roman Catholic Croatians and Muslim Bosnians).
Through the interviews, it was shown that the staff did not explain about ethnic exchange to children,
but the staff did explain it to the parents. This paper shows that the staff spoke carefully about pro-
moting ethnic exchanges while avoiding the expression "ethnic" and using expressions such as “anyone
can come” or “a place for everyone” when they explained it to the parents. Eight groups of parents re-
ceived an explanation about ethnic exchange from the staff. Among these, there were four groups who
freely chose to talk with their children about ethnicities, and four groups who did not. It was found that
the parents who talked with their children felt positively about talking about their ethnic groups, but
the parents who did not were negative or did not feel the necessity of having the conversation about
ethnicities. The remaining two groups did not receive an explanation about the ethnic exchange from
the staff and they also did not talk with their children about their ethnic groups.

Mentioning the words “ethnic groups" is carefully avoided in Mali Most. Anyone can join the
academy, and rather than emphasizing skills and victories, the academy stresses the importance of
friendships and the enjoyment of the activities. Ethnic exchanges are promoted as a result.

Key Words : Sports, Reconciliation, Post-conflict Areas, Bosnia-Herzegovina
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