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On the Role of Douglas MacArthur on the Return of the International

Sports World after the War

Yasushi Washo *

Abstract

Japan accepted the Potsdam Declaration on August 14, 1945 and submitted to occupation by the
General Headquarters (GHQ) of the United States, commanded by General Douglas MacArthur.
MacArthur had been president of the American Olympic Committee for two years, since 1927, and
served as head of the delegation of the IX Olympiad in Amsterdam in 1928. Based on these
circumstances, MacArthur must have been familiar with International Olympic Committee members at
the time and played an important role in Japan’s postwar reintegration into international sports. Using
historical materials in Japan and from the MacArthur Memorial in Norfolk, Virginia, USA, this study
clarifies MacArthur’s role in the process of Japan’s reintegration into international sports.

The study examines the following three points:

(D He was positioned as an important person, to attend the Japanese delegation at the IOC London
Session in 1948.

@ His recommendation for Ryotaro Azuma to be a part of the Japanese delegation when Japanese I0C
members were impossible at the IOC Copenhagen Session in 1951.

(® His statement to sports officials that he wished to be in a world situation in which Japanese
participation was possible at the XV Olympiad Games in Helsinki in 1952.

MacArthur about Japan’s postwar reintegration into international sports, wished for this
reintegration to support Japan’s attempt to implement a democratic society and to contribute to the
enthusiasm for postwar reconstruction. Japan had not been invited to the XIV Olympiad Games in
London in 1948 but did participate in the XV Olympiad in Helsinki. During the process of Japan’s
reintegration, MacArthur contacted such U.S. sports officials as Brundage, the IOC Vice President, John
Jewett Garland of the IOC Committee, and Ferris and Simms of the Amateur Athletic Union, among
others, to urge them to allow Japan back into the Olympic Games. MacArthur obviously assumed an

important leadership role in reintegrating Japan into postwar international sports.

Key Words : Douglas MacArthur, International Olympic Committee, Olympiad, General
Headquarters, Occupied Japan
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