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Historical Studies on Restoration of Bon Odori in the Taisho Era
—The Case of Gujo Odori “Hozon-Kai” in Gifu—

Kanako Ito* Kyoko Raita**

Abstract

The Gujo Odori Preservation Association (hereinafter “Hozon-Kai”) in Gifu was established in 1923 to
restore Bon Odori, which had been prohibited in the Meiji era. According to the activities of Hozon-Kai,
Gujo Odori 1s an important tourism resource in Gifu. The purpose of this research is to clarify the
establishment of Hozon-Kai, which contributed to the development of Gujo Odori as a tourism resource.
Through this examination, it is possible to make some findings that are needed to transform traditional
culture relating to the body into a tourism resource and enhance its sustainability. More specifically, the
study was conducted to discuss three issues: (1) the process how Hozon-Kai was established, (2) who was
involved in the creation of Hozon-Kai, and (3) the performance status of Bon Odori before Hozon-Kai was
established in Gifu.

The results of this study are as follows.

Local influential persons who were passionate about this issue such as Kamiya and Horiguchi
contributed to the creation of Hozon-Kai. It took five years before Hozon-Kai was established due to
crackdown against Bon Odori by the chief of police and to major fire in Gujo Hachiman Town. The
crackdown was implemented because Bon Odori was considered to corrupt public morals and also from a
concern that Bon Odori might trigger “Kome-Sodo,” which spread from Toyama to the whole nation.
Thereafter, Kamiya and Horiguchi started negotiations with the chief of police and established Hozon-
Kai. Kamiya and Horiguchi created several committees to improve the morals of Bon Odori. As a result,
Bon Odori was regarded as "wholesome entertainment" as traditional culture approved by modern society.

The board members of Hozon-Kai at the time of establishment were mainly influential people in the
town. The president was the chairman of the firefighters association, and a mayor in the neighboring
town served as vice president. The supporting members included shopkeepers of the town and many local
people. Furthermore, it was noted that Hozon-Kai’s supporting members included persons from other
towns, which indicates that they intended to spread Gujo Odori nationwide by seeking support from not
only local people but from people from other towns and prefectures.

According to newspaper articles, Bon Odori was performed as entertainment following various public
meetings before Hozon-Kai was established. However, Bon Odori was not performed until 1914 due to
mourning for the Meiji Emperor.

Following the establishment of Hozon-Kai, it was necessary, under the constraints of the times for Gujo
Odorito become a "wholesome part of physical culture and become a tourism resource. This study shows
that handing down Bon Odori requires efforts for both preservation of cultural traditions and adaptation
to the trends of the times. In addition, the presence of enthusiastic local residents is indispensable, and
human resource development and creation of an organization to promote collaboration is considered to
be an important key.

Key Words : Bon Odori, restoration, Preservation Association, Gujo Odori
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