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Why is the school song danced ?

—The school song dance between nationalization and localization in Miyakojima Island—

Masae Yamanashi*
Makoto Nagami** Kotaro Yabu***

Abstract

The Koka-Yugi of Miyakojima is a group dance performed by students at each elementary and junior
high school in the city. While students hold and wave a flag in each hand, they dance to their individual
school songs.

The history of these school songs began in Japan’s Meiji period. School songs were deemed significant
in Japan’s drive to become a modern nation-state during that period. School songs were created as one
type of educational song; they expressed the ideals and beliefs of each school.

By creating dances to accompany the songs, the national government fostered the birth of the
song-dance tradition (Shoka-Yugr). Adapting these songs to individual schools is thought to have led to
the birth of the Koka-Yugi, the school song-with-dance.

While the performance of Koka-Yugi was intended to foster a national identity, the differences
between the nation of Japan and the local area of the Miyakojima people became readily apparent. The
result was that the song-dance then began to foster local identity.

Koka-Yugi continues to be danced by local people even after they have graduated from school.

The school songs that sing of local nature and customs of Miyakojima are at the heart of Koka-Yugr
and not the “official” songs that were disseminated nationwide (in song collections distributed by the

national government).

Key Words : school song dance, sports day, school song, school flag
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