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The Developing Process of International tourism

in Japanese Ski Resorts

Nao Yoshizawa* **

Abstract

This study examines the developmental process of international tourism in Japanese ski resorts and
focused on Yuzawa where attracts tourists from China, Taiwan and Hongkong. Yuzawa is one of the most
accessible ski destinations from Tokyo having direct transport connection by high-speed rail and high-
way. The developmental process of international tourism is analyzed by (1) Interviews for about 100
Chinese tourists at Gala Yuzawa and Naeba Ski Field and (2) Interviews for Yuzawa Tourism Office and
two ski-lift companies.

Yuzawa attracts many beginner Chinese skiers as well as tourists who do not ski. There are two types
of ski tourism by Chinese tourists in Yuzawa. At Gala Yuzawa, “Short-time experience type” is dominant
by using high-speed train. Daytripper visit here for snow sightseeing within their Japan-travel. An
another is “middle-days staying type”, in which intermediate level skiers tend to spend about three nights
at the Hotel within Naeba Ski Filed. Chinese tourists do not visit other tourism attractions in Yuzawa,
they stay only in ski fields. This type of ski tourism by Chinese is completely different from that of
Australian staying “Long-days staying type” in Japanese ski resorts.

Including the cases of ski resorts in Hokkaido, it appears that there are three types of International
ski tourism in Japan. Moreover, another characteristic of international ski tourism in Japan is that it
began accepting foreign skiers after 2000. Compared to ski resorts in Europe, it was happened later.

Key Words : Inbound Tourism, Ski resorts, Tourist Behavior, Nigata-Prefecture, Yuzawa-machi,
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