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Examining Fan Community of High School Baseball

—Focusing on Social Network Quality—

Yu Matsubara *
Hirotaka Matsuoka**
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between sports fans and their
attachment to their communities. Data were collected through an online questionnaire distributed to
residents of a community who had taken action to support their regional sports team at the national
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high school baseball tournament in the past year (n = 833). Verification using structural equation
modeling showed that the hypothesis model fit the data (x2 / df = 3.12, CFI = .966, TLI = .961, NFI
=.951, RMSEA = .050). The results showed that positive evaluation of the community related to sports
in the residential area has positive effects on attachment to the residential area as well as its high school
baseball national team. In turn, this leads to a greater intention to both participate and recommend
participation. This study, based on the evaluation of a dedicated community of sports fans, clarified the
impact of attachment to the community, and the significance of its academic contribution. In addition,
this study addressed the intention to participate in the fan community and the intention to recommend
it, clarifying the causal relationship. These basic data on the development of the fan communities of
regional sports teams are expected to influence the creation of new measures for regional governments
aimed at revitalization by developing local sports communities.

Key Words : High School Baseball, Fan Community, Social Network Quality, Place Attachment
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