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The Fluctuation of high school baseball Values in Japan

—Focus on rivalry between “disciplinism” and “scientificism” , and the effect of the social
media—

Kenjiro Nakayama *

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the fluctuation of high school baseball Values in Japan today.
In Japan, high school baseball gained in popularity by the media, as to taste “youth narratives” based on
“disciplinism”. However, recently, it can be seen the fluctuation of high school baseball values. “Internet
Flaming” about excessive pitching is an example in this case. Therefore, to examine the fluctuation of
high school baseball values in Japan today, it needs to consider that up-to-date media environment and
the change in approach for competition and practice in recent years. In this study, I carried following 3
analysis to find out the fluctuation of high school baseball values in Japan today. First, I analyzed the
tactical change in the national high school baseball tournament in Japan called “Koshien” using score
database. Second, I analyzed our high school baseball values by using a questionnaire. Third, I analyzed
social media statements about high school baseball focused on “Internet Flaming”.

Following points were suggested in this study.

It has decreased only one pitcher completing whole games from in 1990 and later. It is regarded as
advancement of the scientific method with medical knowledge.

It has turned out that there are two tendencies of “View of high school baseball”, “disciplinism” and
“scientificism”, and different people has different point of view. For example, people who have a
critical attitude to information focus on “scientificism”.

Both who focus on “disciplinism” and who focus on “scientificism” pay attention to “youth
narratives” and the educational value of high school baseball.

“Internet Flaming” has occurred instantaneously on the morrow of the problem occurring.

People who post about high school baseball on the social media more intend to “share information”
or “somehow” than “pose a problem”.

It seems that the moot point of the fluctuation of high school baseball values is two tendencies of “View
of high school baseball”, “disciplinism” and “scientificism”. In those circumstances, there is the tactical
change as advancement of the scientific method. “Internet Flaming” make visible the fluctuation,
regardless of the poster’s intention. However, regardless of the fluctuation, most people have the
interpretive framework, “youth narratives”, about high school baseball in Japan.

Key Words : high school baseball, values, fluctuation, social media

* Rikkyo University Graduate School of Community and Human Services
1-2-26 Kitano, Niiza-shi, Saitama, Japan 352-8558
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