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An evaluation of effects and challenges of the talent

identification and development programmes in sport policies

aiming for performance enhancement

Shuhei Yamashita *
Katsuyoshi Shirai* Jun Nagamatsu* Kazuya Tokairin*

Abstract

SN AETRFE— SN

Constructing a consistent athlete development pathway from local to elite is an
important issue in sport policy. However, according to the report released by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in 2007, such
pathway has not fully developed in Japan. It is anticipated that the talent
identification and development (TID) programmes would make a breakthrough in
this situation.

Considering these background, this study aims to evaluate, from the perspectives
of the performance results of the athletes of the TID programmes that have been
practiced in Japan since 2004 and the influence of the programmes to the
surrounding societies, the impact of the programmes as a fundamental
infrastructure to produce world class athletes.

Interviews with practitioners of programmes operated by three different
prefectures were conducted to compare the distinctive types of TID programmes in
Japan; the programmes of Fukuoka prefecture and Yamagata prefecture exemplify
the multi sports type, while the program of Akita prefecture represents the specific
sports type. Also, information regarding TID programmes in relation to the 2012
London Olympic Games was collected from open sources and was analysed.

As a result of these, this study concludes that TID programmes have been making
significant impacts on sports policies in terms of athlete development environment
in local settings and of international performance enhancement. This study also
points out that sports policies for performance enhancement by means of local
resources faces challenges, including cooperation between the TID programs and
related entities and creation of highly motivated atmospheres to achieve the world
standard within each TID programme. Finally, this study suggests that
constructing the performance pathway focusing on targeted sports that enhances
Japan’s chance of winning medals at the Olympic Games would make further
impact in sport policies in the future.

Key Words : Talent identification, High performance, Performance pathway,
Medal potential

* Japan Institute of Sports Sciences T 115-0056 3-15-1 Nishigaoka Kita-Ku, Tokyo, Japan
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