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A Study on Community Sports Organization Activities

Typification and Community Management

Takahiro Goto *

Abstract

This study aimed at elucidating the social meaning of engaging in community
management for sports organization activities in light of relations theory focusing
on Oguni Town in Aso-gun, Kumamoto Prefecture. Research was conducted from
June 2012 to February 2013 and data were collected by resource acquisition and
interviews. The 20 subjects interviewed included three municipal office staff, eight
community representatives and nine residents engaged in sports activities.

The following findings were elucidated from the research results.

In Oguni Town, the conventional community frameworks such as local district units
within villages or towns called ohaza or kumi were gradually fading away.
However, such frameworks were not dissolving at a uniform rate and their state
largely depended on how each community was functioning. In addition, it was found
that some communities were making efforts to somehow maintain those traditional
frameworks. In other words, community life and units employable as foundations
for community management differed among the residents of Oguni Town depending
on which area the residents lived in. For this reason, the community organization
activities engaged in by the residents were closely intertwined with the units of
community life and the two elements mutually defined each other. In light of this
finding, it was elucidated that the traditional sports events that had been held by
utilizing conventional frameworks such as ohaza and bu depending on the
circumstances of each area had carried an important social meaning in Oguni Town.
Through sports activities, community life settings for the residents had been
passed down. On the other hand, sports activities such as volleyball easily
transcended the units of traditional community life as in bu and ohaza, and
brought together a wide range of residents. Such intercommunication functions
served a certain role in those areas where the community life frameworks, bu and
ohaza, were fading away. However, those intercommunication functions did not
directly link to the residents’ practical activities in daily social life.

Key Words : Community Organization, Community Sports Organization,
Community Management
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