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A study of Professional Sport Teams and
Community Development
—A focus on community members’ social capital in the base of

bj League new-entry Team—

Yasuyo Funaki *
Yasuhiro Kudo** Ken Kajiwara***  Sawako Wakui** Haruo Nogawa**

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explain the relationship between
professional sport teams and community development. This study focused on
community members living near the home arena (Funabashi arena) of the bj League
new-entry Team (Chiba JETS), and explained the relationship between professional
sport teams and community development over time, from the viewpoint of
community members’ social capital. The aim of this study was to gather benchmark
resources to conduct the comparisons over time. The researchers conducted
face-to-face interviews with the community members and a survey with the
spectators.

The findings of this study were: as a result of foundation of a professional
sports team in the community, some cases where a number of members of the
community have created the new/close connections with others were reported. The
connections among community members were fostered. However, the development
and management of the team have been the priorities for a new-entry team, and the
team has not achieved strengthening the collaboration within the community. As a
result of the survey, the level of social capital of community members living near
the team base were grouped into ‘high’ and ‘low’ groups, and the characteristics of
spectators were identified. In three items; ‘the number of games watched in the last
seasons’, ‘frequency of talking about the team in daily life’ and ‘changes in the
community’, ‘high’ group achieved a higher result compared to ‘low’ group and there
was a significant difference. It is likely that ‘high’ social capital group accepts a
new-entry team more positively in their community. In order for professional sports
teams to become a community-based team, it needs to be accepted as a ‘community
team’ by members of the community, like comprehensive community sports club. By
utilizing the home games and regional contribution activities as opportunities for
community members with ‘high’ and ‘low’ level of social capital to communicate, it
may lead the team to become community-based.

Key Words : Professional Sport Team, Community members, Social Capital

*
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WETOEBIHNTE LN HD (384) 3.47] 1.573 WETUAOTESR 4205 (73)  58.0%  (101) 100.0%  (174)
HAMNE- - & EHBOALBIFTL NS (384) 3.53] 1.481 FEEHN  81.4% (48)  18.6% (11)  100. 0% (59)
WEDELENZBMT S (384) 3.09] 1.532 &5 49.7%  (191)  50.3%  (193) 100.0%  (384)
ETHEEVADSEY 755 (384) 3.75] 1.486 EGE
EFRDEEDRFENHD (384) 3.94] 1.661 104E5k%  59.2%  (77)  40.8%  (53) 100.0%  (130)
i f*’ &ﬁiﬁggﬁg o;@ ; ;L - (384) | 1.94 2085 10F U E204%E  45.2%  (61)  54.8%  (74) 100.0%  (135)
o COEOEBAEZ DAL, 204&LIE 42.2%  (46)  57.8%  (63) 100.0%  (109)
FAMBADBAEEDIITRLS aal i Bt &5 49 20/: (184) 50 sv: (190)  100.0%  (374)
HiZR - M7k C DHBLISIR - T & 1B, ase | 483 1.0 ———r : : '
R : : ore. olatRl-
D ADHEE LS (384) 4.17] 1.15
HEICBENHD (384) 4.66] 0.989 AU . )
B OTEE L ER~DS @384) | 2.94] 1.547 OSSR ERD Y — vy Xy X VE L
BRELEH~OSM (384) 3.10] 1.639 )
B EBA DB 384) | 2.80] 1.483 BUROFHHL \ )
BEY L CAIRRTEOFELADSHM (384) 3.16] 1.675 WwIiT, TEY = v YOS iE B IO 7
BIREHSEA~DBM (384) 2.9 1.634 - _ N e s
D) A K— VB TDEE~DSM (384) 2.46] 1.551 (N=151) IZERZHTTHNMEITI, THE =y
SALEBA~D SN (384) 2.08] 1.224 VA THsEE | 2 EBT 57010, bj U—2'%
BNSTE~QBELL 5D (384) 3.30] 1.409 L ’
SHBEWT - L3KY @88 | 3.5 1.413 AN 72 W) D RAFERI B RE A R T D 08
C OB D= IO DFIZILE F= L (384) 3.52| 1.233 NhHLEEZBND, 2T, 2A24EHD 2012

@)YV — ¥ Ly B HILEE

V= LR B X LEEDEE T Lo TERE &
EREOT T, o AL S, Yo
IVEIRD Y — % )L B X VEDOHRYHEAS 87 T
otz F/IMFENE 86 MAKEE (n=191),
87 MDA E TaEAE 0=193) & L7z,

RTIE =¥y EXVEROREMEEZ R L
TW5, JEEHEIc W TIEL, TMETPN) 1XERE
DMEREZ I 53.6% &£ < | TG T LI DO TR
HERED 58.0% &\ N, [TFHERSL ) 1 HERED T
78 81.4% & LU ER L 7r 5> TUNVD,

7eR. x 2RREEAT o TR, MRIICIE 1%/KUET
HERENRON (x2=17.166, df=1, p=.007),
FRTIE 01%AKETHRERENALNE (x2=
32.251, df=6, p=.000) 73, 60 &l & 70 mkf ¥
TN DI o T2 T2, SEFRITEEIZAT O B
HDHEEZLND, JEEHIETIE 0.1%KHETHE
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7) 2011—2012 2 — R BIEREEL

V=R VR B OVEERIN IR A LD &
it CE44.17 [B) OJ7AMERE (%) 3.44 ) X
DG EEHED BN ER & 7o T2, t BEEIT - T28E
B V=T v Ly EHOVERICRBOW IR R
TRON -T2 (FE 8B, bk, v—
¥ILF ¥ EHIVEIC L - TR ER S D &
IIE AN Dol

8. BEEEEL (V— v /LFy EXLEER)

SCIEEE (h=70) SC= 3% (=78)
SD SD

5.235 11.393 0.487

HiE p
mean

3.44

mean

4.17

n.s.

n.s.:non significant



1) HEE

[ A SEE CIET— L DREN & OREFEFEREIZD
EF50 (1. X< HDb) ~ 6. &0 £FTD
6 BEFRERE) TiX, mlE CEMHE 2.61) OFMEEE
(¥ 3.19) £V & L<FHHEICDIF>TNDHZ &
Do T-(GFIOBH), £t MEEITo TR,
0.1%KHETHERAN LI,

9. HEESH (V—T /Ly EXLER)
SC{E 2 (n=70) SCE & (n=78)
mean SD mean SD HE P
3.19 1.458 2.61 1.206 2.635 *k

Note ; mean(FIELVFEI £<$H B ] *p<.05, *x*p<.01, ***p<.001

) HumOZEAL

BT — DN E s e = & T, #iusic 2 b
Ndot=hy (15, HELWE K 25 1. HEL
7pWVEMb) £TO 5 BPERE) | T, @it (OF
%)4.23) OFFMMERE (3.91) LV ¥ FE LWEEA
HoT= LR TWDIEAN R BT, £, t BE
EAToT-fER, 1%KECTHERZENA LN &
10 218,

7 10. HUROZ(E (V— %L ¥ B X ILERI)

SCIE 2% (n=69) SCE#E (n=78)
SD SD

0.836 .811 2,309 *
*p<.05, *¥*p<.01, ***p<.001

HiE p
mean

3.91

mean

4.23

(4) EREFHEDE L
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bj U —271% Tl ), Ih—2aX vl &R
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FERED 7 AMEREIZ LR COEED EN T & 23
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