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A Study on the Promotion of Sport Tourism
with Local Residents and Spectators of

Professional Baseball Camps in Okinawa

Ryoko Akiyoshi *
Yasuo Yamaguchi** Shintaro Inaba*

Abstract

Since the office of Sport Tourism was established in the Japan Tourism Agency
in 2008, considerable attention has been given to sport tourism in Japan. Okinawa is a
popular tourist destination. Every February, Japanese and Korean professional
baseball teams have spring training camps. The purpose of this study was to
investigate the perceived impact of sport tourism and to explore spectators at
professional baseball training camps in Okinawa. To achieve both goals, this study
used two approaches. For the first approach, the study mailed questionnaire to
1,650 supporting members of Okinawa Convention & Visitors Bureau who lived in
Okinawa. Of the 594 questionnaires that were returned, 592 were analyzed in this
study. The questionnaire included six variables: personal attributes, sport and
physical activities, sport tourism involvement, perceived impact of sport tourism,
place attachment, and quality of life (QOL). The results indicated that 1) age was
related to length of residence and recognition of the impact of sport tourism, while
place attachment was influenced by length of residence, 2) Okinawa residents could
become involved in local sport activities and could recognize the impact of sport
tourism through sport and physical activities. In addition, it also became clear that
recognition of the impact of sport tourism had significant effect on place
attachment, and 3) place attachment was related to QOL. These results showed
similar patterns to the investigation that we carried out for Nago residents in 2013.
For the second approach, the method selected as most appropriate was a grounded
theory approach (n=23). Two professional baseball teams, Hokkaido Nippon-Ham
Fighters and Chunichi Dragons, were asked to collect data from spectators living in

other prefectures but coming to the professional baseball training camp in Okinawa.

The results indicated that the attraction of professional baseball training camp
consists of player interaction, attraction to Okinawa, connection with others, team
loyalty, professional baseball training camp of another team, outcomes of camp
experience, and others.

Key Words : Sport tourism, Impact of sport tourism, Professional baseball training
camp, Grounded theory approach, Okinawa

*  Graduate School, Kobe University 3-11 Tsurukabuto, Nada-ku, Kobe-city, Hyogo 657-8501
**  Graduate School, Kobe University 3-11 Tsurukabuto, Nada-ku, Kobe-city, Hyogo 657-8501
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