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Research on the future prospects of international success of
Disability Elite Sports in Japan

—Establishment of the SPLISS model for disability sports—
A
i
!
Azusa OKADA* %
Nobuko TANAKA**Valerie De BOSSCHER***Paul De KNOP***Haruo NOGAWA**** I%
5
Abstract E%
Fan

De Bosscher established the SPLISS model consisting of 9 factors, which
gives a through overview of important sports policy determinants for international
success. She states that the model’s function is not deterministic and may be
subject to change over time, and the model has not yet been applied for the
Paralympic sports.

The purpose of this research study was to gather the opinions of athletes,
coaches, and directors of associations/federations on the current state and issues of
Paralympic sports in Japan, and make recommendations for the future prospects of
international success. The researcher conducted a thorough literature review and
discussions with the key stakeholders, and semi-structured interviews were
completed. The observations during training camps were also completed.

The following conclusions can be drawn from this research study:;

1. The concept of SPLISS’s Pillars 3, 4, and 5 are applicable to the Paralympic
sports in Japanese setting

2. However, the SPLISS model is not applicable without any modification, and it is
imperative to establish the modified models for both congenital and acquired
disabilities.

For congenital disability, it is necessary to build up their sporting abilities by

participating in different sports settings (unorganised, educational, and

organised environments). Compared to those who have acquired disability, an
improvement in the athlete development system will have a large influence on
children with congenital disability, and is vital for international success.

For acquired disability, athletes often have the past experiences in some kind

of competitive sports, and are likely to progress from “re-participation phase”

to “development phase” within years. Since athletes with acquired disabilities
are likely to be older, the development of both athletes carding system and
transfer system would have a large impact on their development as athletes.

To conclude, it is important to measure the current level of Japan’s
Paralympic sports and compare this against other nations using a theoretical
model, such as SPLISS model.

Key Words : Disability elite sports, international performance, SPLISS Model
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