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The Relationship between Re-participating Factor and Place

Attachment among Sport Tourists

Erika Shibata *

Abstract

There is a variety of sport events held throughout Japan, and some of them
conduct an even management taking into account the participation of people
coming from distant places. In the past, researchers have investigated on the
influence of service quality and satisfaction of sport events on the intention to
re-visit or re-participate. However, research done in the area of re-participation
factor and the relationship between those factors and place attachment was scarce.
Therefore, this research aimed to analyze the relationship between sport tourist’s
re-participating factor to a sport event and place attachment towards the sport
event hosting area.

Surveys were conducted at two different marathon events. By asking the reasons
for re-participating in the event to sport tourists, 5 factors emerged from
conducting an exploratory factor analysis; Destination Attraction, Self
Contentment, Connection, Self Development, and Influence of Others. Then,
using these 5 factors of re-participating factor as an independent variable and 2
factors of place attachment as a dependent variable, a multiple regression analysis
was conducted to study the influence of re-participating factor on place attachment.
There was a significant influence of Destination Attraction to Place Dependence,
and an influence of Connection to Place Identity.

From this research, the factors of re-participating to a sport event among sport
tourists became apparent. In addition, the results showed which aspects
influence in forming a psychological connection between the participants and the
hosting destination. It is inevitable for the hosting cities and sport event
organizers to have repeaters to the event, and for them to recognize the uniqueness
of the event compared to other options. Results acquired from this research will
provide the fundamental ideas to enhancing the operations of a sport event to
constantly gather repeaters, to form a connection between the participants and the
destination, and to utilize the sport event to activating and promoting cities.

Key Words : Sport Event, Re-participating Factor, Place Attachment, Sport Tourist
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