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An international comparison of Youth soccer promotion
in a cold environment

—Denmark and Sapporo—

Kenichiro Nakanishi*
Yusuke Dan**Miyoshi Yamamoto***Junji Tsuchiya****Yunosuke Kato *****
Atsushi Shirakawa******Kenjiro Nagashima ******

Abstract

w J—Ni

This report looks at the state of youth soccer in Denmark with the aim of finding

b
il

ways to enhance youth soccer in Sapporo. The findings of the report were as
follows:

1) In Denmark 56% of boys from 6 to 12 years old are registered with the soccer
association, as opposed to 20% in Sapporo. In addition, there was a 12%
increase from 2009 to 2011.

2) Players in Denmark reported more satisfaction and feelings of accomplishment
from practice and matches that players from Sapporo.

3) Players in Denmark get more sleep and enjoy more free time than players in
Sapporo.

4) The Denmark soccer association has recommended increasing the number of
artificial football pitches and local govenments engage in snow removal which

REHNAFBVERIOC— SN ST - dt e

allows for playing outside, even in winter.

The Denmark Soccer Association has a guidline that allows all youth players to
develop their abilities equally. Social virtues are emphasized over competition
and as a result the Ul12 has no elite teams. This guidline fits the mindset of
Danish people who value equality. That might be one reason why the number of
youth soccer players is increasing. The lifestyles and habits of people who are
involved with youth soccer (coaches, volunteers, etc.) allow for more fulfilling and
meaningful practices and matches. As for Sapporo, which has a ‘no bench players’
guidline, problems related to staff and facilities are an issue.

Key Words : Denmark, Youth soccer, Guidline, Lifestyles, Equally
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Age groups Popula;:)oongin DK Players 2006 |Players 2009 b Zfog;p' Players 2011 * ;Ef?p Players 2015 % 2‘;7;‘,'
Boys 6-12 215.000 96.000 103.000 44% 121.000 56% 122.000 57%
Boys 13-19 225.000 51.000 54.000 22% 61.000 27% 68.000 30%
Boys total 440.000 147.000 157.000 33% 182.000 42% 190.000 43%
Girls 6-12 205.000 25.000 29.000 12% 37.000 17% 40.000 19%
Girls 13-19 215.000 19.000 21.000 10% 23.000 10% 35.000 16%
Girls total 420.000 44.000 50.000 1% 60.000 14% 75.000 18%
Bove & girls 860.000 190.000 | 207.000 22% 242.000 28% 265.000 31%
Men 19+ 1.353.000 92.000 93.000 7% 97.000 7% 100.000 8%
Women 19+ 1.319.000 13.000 13.000 1% 18.000 1,4% 20.000 1,5%
Total 5.500.000 297.000 | 313.000 6% 357.000 6% 385.000 7%
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UEFA Study Group Scheme Title

——

Recruit more, and limit the drop-out

Different age groups requires different strategies

competitive...

Boys U12: developing individual technical skills
Girls U12: join a football club with your best friend(s)
Teenagers: focus on the social perspective — not the

= Men: football is other games than 11v11
* Women: social and health-perspective
* Seniors: small-sided games, social and health-perspective
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