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An international comparative study on the content and role
of Paralympic Athlete Commission
—A case study on athlete commission’ s function and political power in the

sport society which emphasises the importance of athlete first—

Nobuko TANAKA, PhD *
Mutsuko OKUDA** Kuniko OBINATAs%% Tomoko SASAKI, PhD *

Abstract

After the success of the bidding for the Tokyo 2020, disability sport policy
has dramatically changed in Japan. The administration of disability sport has
moved from the Ministry of Welfare to the Ministry of Sport (MEXT). Under the
situation, Paralympians tend to be required to make a comment about the
development of Paralympics. The purpose of this study is to conduct a research
on the athletes’ voices delivering system and the power of athlete voices in
5 nations. To do so, we focused on the athlete commission (council/ committee)
and its system/ role in the sport policy community.

A total of 4 countries; Canada, Germany, Great Britain and Hong Kong were
selected as samples for this research. The semi-structured interviews were
conducted with Paralympians and the key persons of National Paralympic Committee
(NPC) in each country. Also, Sir. Phil Craven, the president of International
Paralympic Committee, kindly participated in this study. Mr Junichi Kawai, the
president of Paralympians Association of Japan joined this research, either.

There are three key findings of this research. First, there are two types
of athlete commission. One of them is systematically established in NPC, so that
it is defined as ‘an internal athlete commission’ . Another is an independent
association from NPC, it is defined as an independent athlete commission, and
the independent athlete commission basically consists of Olympians and
Paralympians. Internal athlete commissions tend to have more power to join the
policy making process. Second, to deliver athlete voices, the athlete
representative of the athlete councils in NPCs should be positioned as a Board
Member. Third, although the athlete commissions could be core to the Paralympic
movement, the athlete commissions had not been established in all countries yet.
Key Words:Athlete Voices, Athlete Commission, Athlete First, Policy making process,
Paralympian
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