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A Study on Legacies of the Tokyo 1964 Paralympic games

—From Narratives of Early Actors of a Disability Sports—

WATARI Tadashi *
Abstract

This study examines that the history of sports for disabled in Japan after
the Tokyo 1964 Paralympics from an interviews with actors.

As a result, the following thing became clear. At the time, there was not the
accurate knowledge of the Paralympics, but attract the attention of all the
Japanese people. In other words, the Tokyo 1964 was received as a kind of social
phenomenon. And it had enough social influence to let the people who lived in rural
areas recognizes " a person with a disability".

We can regard sports for disabled in Japan as a continuation of the logic of
Physically Disabled Persons Welfare Act at 1949. In other words, in a premise of
the promotion of disability sports, there is that the logic of the postwar social
welfare for disabled people was limited to rehabilitation. As a result, disability
sports movements did not have connection with the other groups of people with
disabilities. This means that a disability sports and Paralympic movements in
Japan include historic definitiveness.

In the 1970s, people with a disability were allowed to play sports in daily
life, and the support environment was prepared for. For example, a disability
sports instructor qualification was established in 1970s. At that time, it was
explored the social positioning of a disability sports in the association with the
general sports groups.

Definitely, the legacy of the Tokyo 1964 Paralympic games inherits a way of
thinking of the postwar social welfare. However, for the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic
games, it is important that we train the thought of new a disability sports.

Key Words : the Tokyo 1964 Paralympics. the Social Position of disability sports,
Legacy of Paralympics
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