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A New Approach to Corporal Punishment

from the Viewpoint of Human Body

Takuya SAKAMOTO *

Abstract

This paper attempted to pose the viewpoint of lived body as a new approach
towards solving the problem of corporal punishment through critical reviewing the
past studies. This viewpoint could overcome the traditional way of approaching the
corporal punishment problem which emphasized the change in the way of thinking
by coaches or PE teachers involved in the corporal punishment.

In order to achieve this purpose, I adopted the following three considerations;

1) critical consideration of the past studies of corporal punishment
2) reconsideration of corporal punishment from the viewpoint of human body
3) new approach towards corporal punishment by the bodywork.

The past academic studies of corporal punishment were to carry out a
questionnaire survey of people’s awareness about corporal punishment, and to
consider the power relationship between teacher/coach and students/athletes which
generates the phenomenon of corporal punishment. However, those studies omitted
the fact that the corporal punishment is very punishment imposing human body
itself. This is also the same mistake as the approach of anger-management
spreading quickly today. These things mean that the past studies paid an indirect
attention into the problem of the corporal punishment. This paper, therefore,
attempted to solve the problem from the viewpoint of human body, and I focused on,
especially, the reformation of the human body. Bodywork, for example, is a typical
bodily activity which could encourage the body to be reformed or renewed. This
consideration showed that the necessity of building the body which can experience
the other’s body, and this body is completely different from the tough body which
has been formed in the past PE classes and the school athletic clubs. This idea is
also a differential viewpoint for solving the corporal punishment problem from the
past one, and hence, this viewpoint could provide the possibility of a new approach
for the future discussion of corporal punishment.

Key Words : school athletic club, competitive sport, sensitivity, bodywork,
KARADA-HOGUSHI
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