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Cross border Relationship between Korea and Japan in terms

of Sports Exchange Programs

Sohgen BOKU (Jonghyun PARK)*

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the roles and contributions of
sports exchange programs to the reinforcement of cross border relationship
between Korea and Japan. In order to comply with the aim of the research, I carried
out questionnaires, including in-depth interviews with relevant stakeholders and
participants experienced in engaging in senior and junior sports exchange
programs held in Ishikawa Prefecture and Fukuoka city in 2015. The following two
points were focused on: (1) the changes in personal perspectives with impression,
attachment, and interest regarding the host regions; and (2) the roles and
contributions to cross border relationship.

The results are as follows; (1) both senior and junior participants have
perceived their counterparts not as competitors but as favorable partners. Both
groups refined their initial sentiments from indifferences and negative
perspectives to affirmative ones, such as getting more interest and in-depth
attachment. (2) The majority has kept up with their counterparts, which can lead
not only to raising more interest in the host regions, but also promoting the
intention to revisit these destinations. (3) For both seniors and juniors, the
implication of these sports exchange programs influenced the establishing of
personal relationships and improved impression, attachment and interest
regarding the host regions. In addition, apart from the above, it motivated
enhancing athletic performances and acquiring professional skills for the latter.

Sports exchange programs resulted not only in forging the social capital
through developing interaction between the participants, but also in inducing
homogeneous identities for each other. The findings of this study stress the
decisive role played by local authorities and institutions which designed and held
sports exchange programs. In turn, the participants can establish personal
relationships with each other which came not to be temporary but permanent. It
also can be shown that the accumulation of personal relationships created by sports
exchange programs formulates cross border relationships and incites authorities to
design measures for sustainable regional development.

Key Words : sports exchange programs, Korea, Japan, cross border relationship
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