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License Systems of Sport Tourism and Their Impacts on Local

Employment in the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal

Eiji Tto *
Isao Okayasu** Baikuntha Prasad Acharya*** Yasuhiro Kudo****

Abstract

As the number of international tourists reached 1.2 billion in 2015 (UNWTO,
2016), inbound tourism has been regarded as a principal national policy. The
Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal (Nepal), which does not have a strong
industry, has received many international tourists by promoting sport tourism
including trekking, mountaineering, rafting, and air-sports. Nepal has organized
their license systems by implementing sport tourism licenses and regulations. Also,
one of the important roles in the tourism industry is creating local employment. As
such, it has been reported that sport tourism provides local employment
opportunities (e.g., trekking guides) in Nepal as well (Watanabe, 2012). Therefore,
the purpose of this study was to examine the license systems of sport tourism and
their impacts on local employment in Nepal.

To address the purpose above, we have conducted document analyses and
informal interviewing. Regarding the former, official web pages of the Nepal
government, books, and articles were reviewed. Regarding the latter, we conducted
informal interviewing with individual(s) from the “Trekking Agencies Association

of Nepal”’, “Nepal Mountaineering Association”, “Nepal Association of Rafting
Agencies”, and “Nepal Air-sports Association”. The key findings are as follows.
1. By improving the license systems, tourists would be able to have better

quality sport tourism experiences.

2. Only organizing the license systems does not lead to stable local
employment opportunities.

3. Although cooperation between sport tourism organizations and the
government is necessary to promote sport tourism, it seems that the
government does not always understand actual situations of sport tourism.

4. Improving the license systems may ironically lead to the loss of competent
human resources to other countries.

Key Words : sport tourism, Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, license system,
local employment
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