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The Historical Study on Environmental Conservation
Measures for Olympic Movement
— Focusing on the Candidate and Preparation Period

for XI Olympic Winter Games in 1972 —

Soya ISHIZUKA*
Abstract

The international community has been giving consideration to the environment
since the 1970s. A guideline on measures to address environmental issues was
proposed in the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
(UNCED) held in 1992. However, IOC took an active role in environmental issues
only after the 1990s.

This study examined the following two points: 1) environmental issues and
measures in the Olympic Movement, and 2) discussions regarding Sapporo, the host
city of the XI Olympic Winter Games, and Banff, a candidate city. Furthermore,
this study also explored the future direction of environmental conservation
measures in the Olympic movement.

The first appearance of environmental issues in the Olympic movement was
around the time of the Lake Placid Olympic Winter Games in 1932. However, the
first appearance of the environmental conservation in the Olympic movement was
at the time of the Sapporo Olympic Winter Games in 1972. The organizing
committee showed an attitude respecting some minority opinions and seeking
compromise in Sapporo. On the other hand, the candidate committee in Banff
regarded protests by environmental conservation groups and naturalists as
minority opinions and emphasized support from the government.

The protest movements by environmental groups and naturalists influenced the
Olympic movement intermittently until the 1990s. Furthermore, this trend became
an opportunity for the IOC to take active part in environmental issues in the
Olympic Movement.

In the future, it will be crucial for the IOC to address environmental issues with
of the entire sport community, collaborate closely with UNCED and others, and
higher levels of knowledge and information in order to undertake environmental
conservation measures 1in the Olympic Movement. Furthermore, the all
organizations involved in sport and the Olympic Movement need to find
opportunities to take aggressively incorporate diverse opinions and seek
compromises.

Key Words :
Olympic Movement, Environmental Issue, XI Olympic Winter Games (Sapporo)
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