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An Empirical Study on the Relations between the Social

Capital of Community Sport Clubs and Public Benefits

Shintaro Inaba *

Yasuo Yamaguchi** Katsuhiro Ito***
Abstract

A project for developing community sport clubs in Japan was launched nationwide with
the commencement of the community sport club development model project (Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science & Technology in Japan, 1995). On the other hand, it was
pointed out that some sport clubs disappeared or were not actively undertaking activities by
Yamaguchi (2006). In response to this issue, the formation of social capital, which tends to
encourage cooperation with local residents was insisted by Nagazumi et al. (2006). This study
suggested a complementary relationship between social capital and local sport promotion.
However, the specific factors were not yet to be defined. The purpose of this study is to
examine the specific forms of social capital for community sport clubs that influence the
public benefits of local communities by using qualitative and quantitative approaches.

In this study, interview surveys were conducted at the Toyama Wide Area Sport Center,
at 3 NPO sport clubs in Toyama prefecture, and at a NPO sport clubs in Hyogo prefecture.
Interview survey was focused on the processes of establishment for clubs, on social networks
among sport clubs, etc. As a result, it was discovered that a social norm exists whereby sport
associations (such as government or sport associations) take the initiative in establishing
social networks and engage cooperatively in local sport promotion. Relationships of trust
have developed even at the individual level, indicating that social capital as defined by
Putnam (1993) has been fostered among local sport association and related parties, and
especially among sport clubs. Additionally, this study also surveyed by questionnaire
representatives from 120 community sport clubs located in Hyogo prefecture. This
questionnaire was included assessment of club management (Yamaguchi et al., 2007), as well
as the establishment of social capital as outlined by O’Brien et al. (2004). The results
indicated that the factors responsible for social capital, including “sociability”, “participation
in community activities”, “involvement in the local community”, “workplace ties”,
“neighborly ties”, “trust”, “social relationships” and have been fostered here, especially
among club representatives. “Assessment of club management” and club representatives’
“sociability” influenced the public benefits of local communities by community sport clubs.

Key Words : Social Capital, Community Sport Club, Public Benefit
Club Management, Nonprofit Organization
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