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A Study of Sports and Community Formation with a View to

the Depopulating/Super-aged Society

Takahiro Goto *

Abstract

The objective of this research is to make a study of sports and community
formation in a sustainable society. Field work and collection of materials were
carried out during the period from May, 2011 to January, 2012.

Outflow of population and decline of industry to extents that are not seen in
other regions had been proceeding in Nakatsue Village due to the closing of the gold
mine and the construction of a dam. Furthermore, when viewed in light of the
historical and geographical situations, it was not a region with a sense of unity as a
community. Amidst these conditions, development theoretical regional promotion
had been taking place such as a “gold mine tourist facility”, a “sports center” and a
“World Cup camp”. As a result, a certain sense of social unity had arisen among
the residents of the village, and employment opportunities were created, by sports.
However, in reality, these actual effects were not sustained. It may be said that
the economy of Nakatsue Village as a whole is declining, as, at first sight, are the
local activities of the residents of the village. Furthermore, the first soccer team
formed in the village in commemoration of the World Cup camp, “Les Lions
Nakatsue”, has come to be dormant.

However, as a result of field work concerning the activities of the local
organizations of the residents of the village, a new social meaning to their
activities could be identified. It was the aspect of the formation of small
communities in the spare activities of their local organizations. At the same time,
it was the possibility that these would come to overlap with each other and become
linked together toward a communal society as a whole. It was found that the
foundation to this was being provided by the overlapping of the activities of local
organizations in the sustainable society and by the “Tanomoshi-ko (beneficial
association)”-like relationships unique to Nakatsue Village. That is, “Les Lions
Nakatsue” is something that should be perceived as continuing to exist as a mode of
relationships shared by the younger generation.

Key Words : Sustainable society, Community, “Tanomoshi-ko”, Local organization
activity
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