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Fundamental study on creating of a sports environment for

children with disabilities in our country

Tetsuya MATSUO *
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Tamae YODA**** Mikinobu YASUMATSU*****

Abstract

The present study aimed to obtain basic data on the creation of a sports
environment in Japan for children with disabilities.

A countrywide questionnaire survey was conducted in special needs schools
and the questionnaire was administered to the physically handicapped.
Additionally, administrators of a sports center for persons with disabilities and the
management of the University of Illinois were interviewed.

The study revealed that it is difficult for teachers to impart physical education
to students because their disabilities are severe and varied. In addition, a survey
on a sports center for persons with disabilities revealed that this kind of sports
centers will promote community sports for children with disabilities by
coordinating with “all-round community sports clubs” and special needs schools.

Finally, observation of wheelchair basketball practice and wheelchair athletics
at the University of Illinois indicated that the university functioned as the base for
sports activities for the disabled.

Key Words: special needs schools, sports for the disabled, children with disabilities,
physical education, physically disabled
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